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Introduction:  The goals and objectives of the study are to inventory and document baseline aesthetic (e.g., visual, auditory) conditions within the Aesthetic Resources Study area and evaluate the potential effects to aesthetic resources that may result from construction and operation of the proposed Project.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This data includes all GIS data collected and created for the purposes of the Aesthetic Resources Study (12.6) to determine existing aesthetic conditions within the proposed Project and the extent of potential visual and soundscape impacts. 

Data Summary 

Geographical data was collected during the summer of 2013 field efforts to document aesthetic and soundscape resources. The layers identified below were utilized or created during this process.

Visual sensitivity was determined through review of existing data collected during the Visual Sensitivity Level Analysis (SLA) completed during the RMP planning process for the BLM Ring of Fire and East Alaska RMP.

Note, the Analysis Locations described below correspond with the locations of long-term soundscape monitoring.

Data Organization:  Data folders are arranged by the type of geographical information collected: 

Agency Resources
· AES_BLM_Distance_Class: BLM Distance Classification, a component of the BLM Visual Resource Inventory.
· AES_BLM_Scenic_Class: BLM Scenic Classification, a component of the BLM VRI.
· AES_BLM_Sensitivity_Class: BLM Sensitivity Classification, a component of the BLM VRI.
· AES_BLM_Visual_Resource_Inventory: The BLM Visual Resource Inventory is an analysis and inventory of lands with different visual properties.
· AES_USFS_Recreation_Opportunity_Spectrum: Recreation Opportunity Spectrum based on factors like access and level of services/facilities.
Analysis Locations
· AES_Mapbook_Sheets: Map page index for use with building a map series for visual analysis locations.
· AES_Visual_Analysis_Locations: Visual analysis locations used to evaluate and analyze aesthetic properties of the study area.
Landscape Baseline
· AES_Landscape_Characteristics: Landscape characteristics within the study area.
· AES_Modeled_Peaks: Modeled topographic high points for the Aesthetics Study. 
Map Reference
· AES_BLM_Resource_Management_Plans: BLM resource management plans across the state of Alaska.
· AES_SMAP_Boundary: Susitna Matanuska Area Plan boundary for Alaska state management.
· AES_SMAP_Regions: Regions within the Susitna Matanuska Area Plan for Alaska state management.
· AES_SMAP_Unit_N14: Management Unit N-14 within the Susitna Matanuska Area Plan for Alaska state management.
Soundscape
· AES_Soundscape_Analysis: Locations of soundscape analysis for short and long-term durations.
Study Areas
· AES_Primary_Study_Area: Primary Aesthetics Study study area.
· AES_Secondary_Study_Area: Secondary Aesthetics Study study area.
Viewshed Modeling
· AES_Viewshed_5mi_Downstream: Viewshed performed 5 miles downstream of the proposed dam on the Susitna River.
· AES_Viewshed_Chulitna_Corridor: Viewshed of proposed Chulitna transmission line/access corridor.
· AES_Viewshed_Dam_and_Reservoir: Viewshed of proposed dam and reservoir.
· AES_Viewshed_Denali_Corridor: Viewshed of proposed Denali transmission line/access corridor.
· AES_Viewshed_Denali_East: Viewshed from the proposed Denali East transmission line/access corridor.
· AES_Viewshed_Entire_Project: Viewshed of all components of the proposed Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric Project.
· AES_Viewshed_Gold_Creek: Viewshed from the proposed Gold Creek transmission line/access corridor.
Software or Hardware Considerations:  In most cases, data files opened using current (2017) versions of ArcGIS.

Online Data Link:  http://gis.suhydro.org/SuWa/12-REC-AES/12.06-AES/SuWa_12_6_GIS_20170630.zip

Online Report Link:  12.06 Aesthetics Resources Study – 2014 Study Implementation Report (with Attachment 1); Study Completion and 2014/2015 Implementation Reports at http://www.susitna-watanahydro.org/type/documents
[endnoteRef:1] [1: 
Data Distributor Contact Information:
Alaska Energy Authority, 813 West Northern Lights Boulevard, Anchorage, AK  99503
Voice: 907-771-3000, Email: SUWAhelp@aidea.org

Legal Constraints:  The State of Alaska makes no express or implied warranties (including warranties of merchantability and fitness) with respect to the character, function, or capabilities of the electronic services or products or their appropriateness for any user’s purposes.  In no event will the State of Alaska be liable for any incidental, indirect, special, consequential or other damages suffered by the user or any other person or entity whether from the use of the electronic services or products, any failure thereof or otherwise, and in no event will the State of Alaska's liability to the requestor or anyone else exceed the fee paid for the electronic service or product. ] 
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