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	field summary report

	



	Organization:
	URS

	Resource Discipline:
	Aesthetics

	Date:
	September 7 – 26, 2013


Aesthetics Summer Data Collection Participants:
Louise Kling (visual) – URS

Chris Kaiser (sound) - URS



Emily Whiteman (visual) – URS
Cole Martin (sound) - URS



Summary:  
During September 7 – 26, 2013, the URS Aesthetics field crew collected sound and visual baseline data throughout the study area. Sites were visited by helicopter or car. Data collection sites for the aesthetics study are referred to as Analysis Locations.

Sound Data

The sound team was composed of Chris Kaiser and Cole Martin. Both short term (ST) and long term (LT) sound data was collected. LT data was collected over a minimum period of seven (7) days, while ST data ranged from approximately 10 minutes to several hours. Nine (9) LT Analysis Locations and 32 ST Analysis Locations were visited and are shown in Table 1. Sound Analysis Locations were distributed throughout the recreation study area, which encompasses 8,693 square miles (5,563,605 acres) and is bounded by Parks Highway to the west, Denali Highway to the north, the Richardson Highway to the east, and the Glenn Highway to the south. 
Visual Data

The visual team was composed of Louise Kling and Emily Whiteman. Visual data was collected at Analysis Locations in order to establish baseline visual data for analyzing potential project impacts. Data was recorded and photos taken at 25 Visual Analysis Locations throughout the modeled viewshed within the recreation study area. The fall visual Analysis Locations are listed in Table 1. The following data was recorded at each visual Analysis Location:

· Coordinates with GPS

· High quality photographs to generate panoramic photographs
· Visual character data

Area Surveyed:  
Sound data was collected within the recreation study area and visual data was collected in the modeled viewshed, also within the recreation study area. Forty-one (41) Analysis Locations were visited for sound and 25 for visual data (Table 1). 
Health & Safety:  
There were no injuries, near misses, or health and safety issues of concern. The team had two-way radios to communicate with the pilot while the team was on the ground, a satellite phone, and a survival kit with them at all times. The team always had extra food and water with them to maintain energy and hydration levels. Safety tailgate meetings were performed in the morning before each day of work to go over potential health & safety issues.
Issues/Notes: 
There were no issues with the fall Aesthetics Resources field visit. 
Logistics:  
AES provided logistical support for lodging and helicopter transportation. The arrangement worked out well with no major issues.

Future Work:  
No further aesthetics field studies are schedule for 2013. The team will perform additional field work in 2014 as necessary fulfill obligations of the revised study plan. 

	Table 1.

	Site ID*
	Site Location Description
	Date Sampled
	Sampling Description

	VIS-1
	Gold Creek Trail above Gold Creek Corridor
	9/24/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation; 

	VIS-2
	Located Southwest of Tsusena Butte near an existing trail
	9/24/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation; 

	VIS-3
	Big Bear Lake
	9/24/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-4
	Overlooking potential bridge location for Gold Creek Corridor Alternative
	9/24/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-5
	Just south of Fog Lakes 
	9/24/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-6
	Small lakes northwest of Watana
	9/24/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-7
	Overlooking Watana Creek
	9/24/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-8
	Overlooking the proposed inundation zone from the north
	9/24/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-9
	Goose Lake Trail
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-10
	Jack Creek overlook
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-11
	Jack Creek Trail
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-12
	Confluence of Goose Creek and Susitna River
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-13
	Vee Canyon at river level
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-14
	Above Vee Canyon to the south
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-15
	Southwest corner of Deadman Lake
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-16
	Brushkana Creek
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-17
	Existing trail and dispersed camp site east of Denali Corridor and South of Denali Highway
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-18
	Existing trail west of Denali Corridor and South of Denali Highway
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-19
	Denali Highway
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-20
	Existing trail west of Denali Corridor and South of Denali Highway
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-21
	On proposed Chulitna Corridor where the transmission line and road would split
	9/25/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-22
	Indian River
	9/26/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-23
	Above Portage Creek
	9/26/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-24
	Communication Tower above Miami Lake
	9/26/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	VIS-25
	Gravel bar in Indian River
	9/26/2013
	Collected visual data for potential simulation.

	LT1
	Kesugi Ridge (Denali State Park)
	9/7/13 -  9/16/13
	Long-Term Sound data collected.

	LT2
	Eastern Chulitna Corridor
	9/7/13 -  9/16/13
	Long-Term Sound data collected.

	LT3
	Antler Hill (East of Dead Mans Creek)
	9/7/13 -  9/16/13
	Long-Term Sound data collected.

	LT4
	Upper Vee Canyon (NW of Vee Canyon)
	9/7/13 -  9/16/13
	Long-Term Sound data collected.

	LT5
	Fog Lakes
	9/7/13 -  9/16/13
	Long-Term Sound data collected.

	LT6
	Burnt Trees / "25" (W of Dam Site)
	9/7/13 -  9/16/13
	Long-Term Sound data collected.

	LT7
	SE Corner of Su-River "U"
	9/7/13 -  9/16/13
	Long-Term Sound data collected.

	LT8
	Bear Bite Hills (Between Thoroughfare and Portage Creek)
	9/7/13 -  9/16/13
	Long-Term Sound data collected.

	LT9
	Denali Highway (Corridor Intersection with Highway)
	9/7/13 -  9/16/13
	Long-Term Sound data collected.

	ST1
	Lower Troublesome Creek
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST2
	E. Fork Chulitna Campground South
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST3
	E. Fork Chulitna Campground North
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST4
	Dena Hwy West
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST5
	Dena Hwy West
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST6
	Dena Hwy West
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST7
	Dena Hwy West
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST8
	Dena Hwy West
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST9
	Dena Hwy West
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST10
	Dena Hwy Mid
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST11
	Dena Hwy Mid
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST12
	Dena Hwy Mid
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST13
	Dena Hwy Mid
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST14
	Dena Hwy Mid
	9/8/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST15
	West Tangle Lakes Hilltop
	9/9/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST16
	Tangle Lakes Rec Area Hilltop
	9/9/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST17
	Paxson Lake Campground Site 7
	9/9/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST18
	Sourdough Creek Campground Site 6
	9/9/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST19
	Dry Creek Campground Site 27
	9/9/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST20
	Lake Louise - Point Lodge - Fire Pit/Picnic Table
	9/9/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST21
	Lake Louise Campground Site 6
	9/9/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST22
	Glenn Hwy - Eureka
	9/9/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST23
	Glenn Hwy - Purinton Creek
	9/9/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST24
	Denali View South (Parks Hwy)
	9/15/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST25
	Byers Lake Day Use Area
	9/15/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST26
	Byers Lake Camp - Cranberry Loop Site C2
	9/15/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST27
	Byers Lake Camp - Dogwood Loop Site D11
	9/15/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST28
	Byers Lake Camp - Boat Launch
	9/15/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST29
	Ermine Hill Trailhead
	9/15/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST30
	Little Coal Creek Trailhead
	9/15/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST31
	Talkeetna Boatlaunch
	9/15/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.

	ST32
	Talkeetna Campground (Near Boatlaunch)
	9/15/2013
	Short-Term Sound data collected.


*VIS=Visual, LT = Long Term Sound Monitor, ST = Short-Term Sound Monitor
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