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comprehensive Data delivery README FILE

	Study Section
	Study 12.6: Aesthetic Resources

	Study Component
	Visual Resources

	Prepared By
	AECOM

	Field Date Range
	March, 2013 – September, 2013



Introduction:  The goals and objectives of the study are to inventory and document baseline aesthetic (e.g., visual, auditory) conditions within the Aesthetic Resources Study area and evaluate the potential effects to aesthetic resources that may result from construction and operation of the proposed Project.

Baseline data collection was implemented across the primary and secondary study area. The primary study area was evaluated using a combination of desktop and field-based observations. The secondary study area was evaluated using desktop analyses and existing information. Data collection and analysis was completed across all four seasons.
Data Summary:  Viewshed models were generated for major Project features, including the proposed reservoir, and proposed access roads and transmission lines associated with the Denali, Chulitna, and Gold Creek Corridor. Viewshed models were also developed for pre-Project conditions of the Susitna River in order to understand expected changes in viewshed areas (i.e., creation of new views, loss of others). Site-specific viewshed models were created for Analysis Locations (ALs) in order to better understand the theoretical extent of views from these locations. 
Field data collection was implemented at ALs sited within the primary study area. Data on scenic quality included a description of landscape character attributes described in a narrative form, and including a breakdown of basic landscape components of form, line, color and texture was included. Baseline photography to be use in development of photosimulations was obtained at each AL.
Visual sensitivity was assessed through review of existing data collected during the Visual Sensitivity Level Analysis (SLA) completed during the RMP planning process for the BLM Ring of Fire and East Alaska RMP. A Project-specific analysis was completed through intercept surveys, mail surveys, and executive interviews completed in coordination with recreation resources, socioeconomics, and subsistence resources (see ISR Studies 12.5, 14.5, and 15.5). 
Development of photosimulations was initiated in 2013, including the collection of photography and the assembling of panoramic photographs. Photography was collected in a series of frames to accurately represent a horizontal and vertical field of view typical to a human viewer at each AL. 
Raw data files (NEFs) for each photograph were color-corrected using Adobe Lightroom 5 such that each individual photograph for a specific Analysis Location matched each other as closely as possible. Following color-correction, each file was saved as a TIF and then the TIFs for each individual photograph were stitched together using Adobe Photoshop CS 5 software using cylindrical mapping. Final cropping and appropriate sizing to the original height of photos was applied and files were saved in TIF and JPEG format for proofing, and management. 

Data Organization:  Data folders are arranged in the following folders: Data Processing, Field Data, and Landscape Character Types. Each folder contains the following sub-folders:


Data Processing_2013
· Data Summaries: summary of the distance from each AL to various project components.
· Detail Check: completed detail check forms, checklists, and blank forms used to track and ensure data quality for the processing of AL data.
· Stitched Panoramic Photos: completed and processed panoramic photos that were stitched together for the analysis.
· Susitna Sample Plans: Photo sheets for key ALs.
· Seasonal Galleries: processed and completed data from each season

Field Data_2013
· Field forms, photos, and field summary reports for each season
· Photo Log Template
· Susitna Post-Field Tasks tracking

Landscape Character Type
· Draft Landscape Character Type Report: document outlining the analysis for identification of the different landscape character types within the study area.
· Landscape Character Type Map from PAD
· Individual Files: separate documents outlining the analysis for each landscape character type.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Software or Hardware Considerations:  In most cases, data files opened using current (2017) versions of Microsoft Office and Adobe Photoshop.

Online Data Link:  http://gis.suhydro.org/SuWa/12-REC-AES/12.06-AES/
 
Online Report Link:  12.06 Aesthetics Resources Study – 2014 Study Implementation Report (with Attachment 1); Study Completion and 2014/2015 Implementation Reports at http://www.susitna-watanahydro.org/type/documents
[endnoteRef:1] [1: 
Data Distributor Contact Information:
Alaska Energy Authority, 813 West Northern Lights Boulevard, Anchorage, AK  99503
Voice: 907-771-3000, Email: SUWAhelp@aidea.org

Legal Constraints:  The State of Alaska makes no express or implied warranties (including warranties of merchantability and fitness) with respect to the character, function, or capabilities of the electronic services or products or their appropriateness for any user’s purposes.  In no event will the State of Alaska be liable for any incidental, indirect, special, consequential or other damages suffered by the user or any other person or entity whether from the use of the electronic services or products, any failure thereof or otherwise, and in no event will the State of Alaska's liability to the requestor or anyone else exceed the fee paid for the electronic service or product. ] 
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