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Introduction:  The overall goal of this data collection effort was to identify and document baseline information on recreation resources with the potential to be affected by construction and operation of the proposed Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric Project (Project).

This data includes field notes, protocols, lesson learned, and background documents from the collection of  information on trails, recreation facilities, dispersed recreation, and access points as well as executive interviews notes, photos from field efforts, and preliminary methods for the NRRS analysis. Detailed QA/QC data on trails, recreation facilities, dispersed recreation, and access points can be found in the GIS attribute tables for each of these resources.

Data Summary

Information for each recreation resources was collected through a multi-phased process. Initial efforts focused on identifying existing information available online and in federal, state, and local land management plans. Information from executive interviews with key recreational users and user groups was then used to identify additional resources within the study areas. This information was used to guide GIS mapping efforts and field efforts. The GIS mapping utilized high resolution aerial imagery and information collected on recreation resources (trails, access points, and recreation facilities) to guide a detailed assessment and inventory of resources identifiable through the imagery. 

Executive interviews were conducted to gather information about user groups, recreation activities, use patterns, access, and other recreation information. A set of pre-established executive interview questions were asked and responses to interview questions and additional comments and discussion from the interview was documented. Also included are executive interview contact lists generated to identify potential recreation groups, resource agency land managers, and commercial providers such as user groups, air taxis, lodges, hunting and fishing outfitters, rental shops, tourism services, and adventure schools. 

Using information collected through executive interviews and existing datasets, the study team identified and categorized trails by either formally designated trails or informal, user-created trails and routes. If it was determined that a summer trail was in the Project area, the study team verified the trail via helicopter in the fall of 2013. High resolution aerial imagery (50 cm. resolution) was available for selected portions of the Project area and was used to identify and map trails within the study areas.

Developed public recreation facilities within the Recreation Facilities Study Area were mapped and initially inventoried. Methods for the recreation site facility inventory and evaluation included collection and review of published information, consultation with agencies, facility owners, and operators, and site-specific field investigations. Detailed field investigations of public recreation facilities occurred during the 2013 summer field season. Field data collected included a description of the facility, existing signage, fees, managing agency, condition, and capacity. GPS coordinates were taken for inventoried facilities and mapped based on the type of facility.

Dispersed recreation sites and use areas along the Denali Highway were tallied and initially inventoried during the 2013 field season. Dispersed recreation use areas included undeveloped day use and overnight recreation sites/use areas that are user-defined. The study team tallied and classified overnight dispersed recreation sites per five mile segment using two frequency-of-use categories (i.e., Occasional Use Sites and Well-used Sites), which correspond to the study team’s determination of the overall level of impact of impact at each site. In each five-mile segment, sites from each category, if observed, were inventoried. Information was collected on disturbed camp area, mineral soil exposure, surrounding vegetation type, impact to vegetation, number of fire rings, nearby water source, and evidence of litter and digestive waste (both human and animal). Impact to vegetation was assessed using the Frissell Classification System (Frissell 1978) and the Cole Classification System (Cole 1989).

The study team conducted a detailed field inventory of access points during the summer 2013 field season. Access points were determined to be any geographical point where the public enters the Recreation Use Study Area. These points included commonly used informal and unmanaged sites such as user generated trailheads, boat launches, and air landing areas as well as formal sites that are managed and maintained to provide access to the public. The study team identified formal sites through the recreation facilities inventory. Informal sites were identified through consultation with agencies, facility owners, and recreation users groups; and site-specific field investigations. 

Data Organization:  Data folders are arranged by project component: Access Points, Dispersed Recreation, Executive Interviews, Facilities Inventory, Fieldwork and Logistics, NRRS, Photos and Trails. Each folder contains the following sub-folders:

Access Points
· Field Data Hardcopies: scanned copies of data collection sheets
· Access Points Protocol: methods for assessing summer access points
Dispersed Recreation
· Field Data Hardcopies: scanned copies of data collection sheets
· Protocol and Methods: methods for assessing dispersed recreation sites and tallies
Executive Interviews
· Executive Interview Database: MS Access database used for storing and organizing executive interview information based on coded comments
· Gap Analysis: analysis of the type and range of executive interviews conducted to determine if particular user groups or activities needed additional interviews.
· Interview Candidate Lists: various lists identifying executive interview candidates
· Interview Transcripts: detailed documentation of each executive interview conducted and how each was coded for the database.
Facilities Inventory
· Field Data Hardcopies: scanned copies of data collection sheets
· Protocol and Methods: methods for assessing recreation facilities
· Lessons Learned: notes collected after field efforts
Fieldwork and Logistics
· Implementation Plans for various field activities
· Field summary reports
· Fieldwork Lessons Learned Reports (2013)
· Field Data Archive: GPS data (Richo & Yuma) from field efforts
NRRS & ROS
· NRRS Analysis: Initial planning documents for anticipated NRRS efforts
· NRRS Background Documents
· Recreation Use Area References: documents used to determine key recreation use areas within the Project area.
Photos
· Photos: photos from the July, 2012 recon visit and 2013 field efforts.

Trails
· Trails Fieldwork Protocol and Data Sheets: protocol and data sheets used to collect trails data.
· Resource Materials: documents used to identify and classify trails
· Lessons Learned: from trail identification, verification, and classification field effort
· USFS Trail Classification: documentation on classification of trails with a project nexus


Software or Hardware Considerations: In most cases, data files opened using current (2017) versions of Microsoft Office and ArcGIS.

Online Data Link:  http://gis.suhydro.org/SuWa/12-REC-AES/12.05-REC/

Online Report Link:  12.05 Recreation Resources Study – 2014 Study Implementation Report; Study Completion and 2014/2015 Implementation Reports at http://www.susitna-watanahydro.org/type/documents
[endnoteRef:1] [1: 
Data Distributor Contact Information:
Alaska Energy Authority, 813 West Northern Lights Boulevard, Anchorage, AK  99503
Voice: 907-771-3000, Email: SUWAhelp@aidea.org

Legal Constraints:  The State of Alaska makes no express or implied warranties (including warranties of merchantability and fitness) with respect to the character, function, or capabilities of the electronic services or products or their appropriateness for any user’s purposes.  In no event will the State of Alaska be liable for any incidental, indirect, special, consequential or other damages suffered by the user or any other person or entity whether from the use of the electronic services or products, any failure thereof or otherwise, and in no event will the State of Alaska's liability to the requestor or anyone else exceed the fee paid for the electronic service or product. ] 
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